[2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992]

1SECHE.

10 Feb 77
Socurce: iiotes made uty A. Goodpesture
for John Leader, IG Staff
Subject: Background on id{exico Station Support Assets
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies)
1. Unilateral coverage. From ihe time the Mexico Station was opened in

April 1947 (by Bill Doyle) until arrival of Win Scott as COS in 1958, Charles

Anderson III (stiil in LA/HQ) had aeveloped a surport apparatus to VARRESEEREEENS

exploit leads from the Soviet Embassy. This umbrella type projeet,(LIFEAT)
consisted of multi line phone taps, three photo sites, a mobile surveillance

team and a mail inﬁorcept operation.

a. Phone taps were placed by an’ employee of the teleprhone company
mﬁﬁntu*'u4W¢\

. who was nard_ed by David WILSTED (pseudo). The number of lines -
L~

) [ “Aad .
tapped was 1im¢edﬁby availability of_a listening post nearby
. e ‘

(since the taps were not made in the nain*ceﬂ _5%}Jand English/

tranScribers. Generally

: these agents (m05u1§;§§ki§a&'mr"MEX_can Arerlcan) were related

...g;h

time felt was good security in that

if they ihif%d about’ shop,” they would talk to each other.)

b. Three photo sites were handled by Arderson with the kelp
'of Harry ¥ahoney (retired, living in.Chicago) end TDY TSD
people checking the best type of camera, film, and concealment
devices. These had sub—cripts under LIFEAT (LIMITED, LILYRIC,
-and LICALIA). LIMITED was a fixed site bang opposite across
the street from the front gate of the Soﬁiet Enbassy which had
both a vehicle and foot entrance., The Soviet gate 'was on the

Yorthi'est corner.of their compouhd and LLAITED was diagonally
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trat block. LI:IT™D was :ihe first tese and it cparaited sirictly on an

o srinentzl besis In the early stages., I think the ifexi Station bought
one suorey

this property .(a/Sranish Colorial stone house) through LIMOUSINE (check to

be sure). Later this house tegan to fall apart. This base was closed vhen
the Station got-vrord thet the thoto of "uniden man" was being released to the
puolic by-‘:.he_ Warren Cozmission. The rhoto operators were moved to another apt
nearby. The property was sold (under an operational agrsement vith LIMOUSIVE
for a long tefm_lease on the top floor of a new apartment blding to te built

on this Slve) LILYRIC was planned es an alternate photo base to LIMITED.,

It was in an upper storey (3rd floor -check) on the sarie side of the stree‘b

as LDMITED but in the middle of the block South. It had a slantéd view of
the front gate of the Soviet Bnbassy, The aéents in LIIATED and LILYRIC (both
Hexican fanilies) as far as ve knew, wvere not acquainted vlt.‘v each other,

LILIRIC'was' a rented apart:nent. LICALIA, the th:.rd phdto sL'b , v was located

in one of a row of four houses on the South, iﬁecsﬁ.‘ the_ So'net Erbassy compound
.._ .2\ 0. \

_ which the Mexico Station purclr'aseda aho‘ 1058 (cbeck daue), also using

LIXOUSINE as the ;urchaggﬁ‘ :Y)./ Tl"ls site overlooked the back garden of

the Soviet Embessy conﬁﬁpt.n’c’f. The purpose of this opzration wes to get zood

identification rhotographs of the Soviet rersonnel (who at thet time were largely |
unidentified in Mexico S'tation. récords)., The three photo sites vere handled by

Remon Alvarez (Mexican citizen of U.S. mother wbo taught el ere*xtc.ry level at

the American School). Ramon collected the film enlidendpuochiwseddm from LINITED

and LILYRIC three times a week. Kis sister's husband, Carlos (ifexican doctor)

developed and pr:.nted the film into _gxlo contact print strips. The master plan
.._’g. ) '{A—V"’

. was for LIf‘ALLA film to e processed J.nsz.de ISD man from 1957 to 1959 (Harper

Eolt - resigned) could not handle the volume and 2s the unprocessed film began

to accumilate, the inside CD (iakoney) becane disgusted and took the £ilm out.

for Ramon's brother-in-law to process (probatly early 1959), Thus Ramon became

_ the handler for all three photo Bases. .,er's:l.t*ve staff D monitoring operation
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was run out of another ohe of these houses (crypt for the four houses uas
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ST,1, etc). This was hardled by Clen WIDDEM (outside TSD officar) and

Yahoney using HQ TDY teams for monitoring. -This opsration was also separate

. The two houses in betueen uere rented to unsusvecting tenants.

c. -iiobile survei]_lance vwas developed oy Anderson and later pilaced
-under ‘Ialnonej and Joseph Sancho., This team consisted of & half
' dozen or so agents who used taree to fox T 1aue model cars znd a
nanel ‘truck (which could be used on stake_oubs for photo covera-e).
. The plan was to activate this group by radio (from LIMITED 3ASE)
: Sovlet. _
wken so..eaﬁe of interest left the/Embassy gate and stay with them
.unti_'l.' "chey mede their meetings. These agents knew zbout the LIMITED
_BASE teBause they had i.]:-iITF. chotos for identifica‘t;ion purposes.
_._Th:.s worked fairly well until about the middle of 1958 (chec;: date)

uhen one of the surveillance agzents got too closa t'b h:Ls target and

was arrested by the Mexican transit ‘\poﬁ& and, t‘n‘r“ed over vo the

,u\\

- Mexican Secret Service. - qu.'bhg\ ’clme ‘thg Station could arrange through |

L o A K Y
. j& RY Ao
a cleared autornw B;;‘.ﬂlﬁ.nf out (Judd Austin of the Goodrlch.,
\ \3"’"’
: L:.ttle and R:Lqu flrm), the agent. had 1dent1£‘1ed Sancho (vho was

evacuated across the border at Nogales by Bob Shaw) and the inside-—— - |°

rhone numbter of Mahoney (wko was sxibsequently replaced by Louis o
fucket’b). As a result of this flalz;, the LIFTAT project was broken
up into several others. The agents vere not chkanged but were given
new crfpts. iézgla{ncona ard Peggy laggard replaced Andersién in handling
the unilateral phone taps. Puckett replaced I-fé_honey and handled the

surveillance team (LIENTRAF) and the photo bases through Remon.

d. LIBIGHT was the crypt used for a unilateral (originally) mail
intercept kandled by Charlie Anderson III, The agent (Mekican) hed
a semi oifficial status and arranrred to obtaln selected letters frO'n

Teezmer
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rent in the postal systenm (I think at <he airport). His caze officers
Alfonso Spera,

n-/“ucxett Rolert Feldnann, end Alan Vhite.

2. LIaison coverage was unreliable and insecure as characterized by the nature
of the lMex’can services at thet time. The Mexican D753 (Direction of Federal
Security) witk vhich ve dealt was 8 hip pocket grouz run out of the u_nlstry
Of Gov:rmaent,. This ilinistry spent a major pert of its time con eontresl of

foreigners and rolitiecal investigations, Their azents were vicious, venzal,

corrupt extortionists...Robert Helberg established contact with one of them ,;rLi&_
. N

Levine De Leon (later LIFIR~ group) in zbout 1950 or 51 He gzve them some
training (a group of about flve surveillance types) in travel control working

the airgort. as well as Tile searches of names from DFS Hqtrs where the files
A A

-

vere poorly crganized and often inaccurate, How and en, kowévqr, soe useful

information vas developed but it could not e\cnﬁended;upon. lelberg was
replaced by Phll Roettinger. (re51ﬂned€aﬁh remainea in Mesxico), iahoney, Thomas
S
: {_LL- “L_\ L.u\..‘u)

During 1958, g‘hjécott nmet socially some of the chronies of the

Hazlitt, and Rooert Feldmm.;? ;

Mexicen President elect, Adolfo Lopez lzteos. During this period, the U.S. _
Ambassador Robert C. Hill (reflecting the policy of then Sec State J.F. Duiles)
was energetic in organizing groups to "fight communism". One of these seeds ‘
grew into a proposal Miguel Aleman (jr. son of former lexi President), acting
for Lozez llateos, made to Win Scott for a joint telephone tap operation. This
project (LIENVOY) went through about four distressing &ears of a shaltedown,

Tre Hexican in cpntrol (LIELEGANT) was inexperienced, old, ard greedy. Eis

. son (LIE:IVOY-2) vas a masterpiece of decelt and corrupulon. LIELEGANT also
manipulated control over the rrincipal agent of LIBIGKHT mail intercept. The

first case officer was-Alfonso Spera inside with Turner Sn ith (retired) outside

and Jokn - (TSD trazining officer for surveillance and head of the listening

post where thirty telerhone lines would connect as well 2s a transcripti

L1i0n roon
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.eﬁa;fed ¢ Hzelcan arny opficers.) Ianitielly the siztion tvied to et every
jemand made Ly the lferxicans. DBoth Snith and Jokn hed language difficulties and
ﬁerécnal protlems associated with being outside the stztion so that the Hexicans"
vere v1rtually uncantrollaile, spendi g ncney as they ple csed, -qu1rre11‘no avay
equipment at €normious cos,g, and neglecting their part of ihe targain in the
productlon of trbnscrlpts or placing taps which we wanted. Sgera was replaced

by Jack Brady wno found himself in the same pincer novement of haang Scott
aprrove a request by LIELEGANT that Brady had turned down by the son, LIEZT0Y-2.
Finally when the cost became exhorbitant and there was little to show for it,

the project was revarped Smiﬁh-and John returned to the U.S. and were replaced
by a TSD offlcer, Charles Flick, who was “ut inside the listening post to ma;nta1n

.Brady was reassigned to othsr duties rendirg a . trensfer.
the equlpment / Scott toox over the project as case offﬂc&n : ‘tlrc with LIELEGANT.

3

‘\‘ ' . B -
Fe designated Ann Goodpasture to meet dailing w1th'Elickggor’rout1ne gunnrv*s*on

~of the llgtenﬂﬁg post, plckl g up transqpiuts-aqg ﬁares. Goodpasture had no
A R ‘ :
dealingzwith the lexicans excgg%\wﬁen,Scott was ill or out of town. Generally,

”\\J
':all decisions were made b;@%ﬁéﬁ&? Thls was about- laue 1901

‘3. Yy memory is a little vague about the origins of the Cuban Exbassy but I
think‘the stéff fifst developed from a pro—Castro.group celebrating an MNew
Years eve 1959. As I recall, it was a makeshift arrangerent of volunteers
through most of 1960 and é1 with Tom Hazlitt producing voluminous reébrts on
their activitiés and recruiticrg agents right and left among Cuban netionals in
"Mexico City.

4. .Personnei.assignments. Of interest to us now is who was in Yexico during
the period prior to Oswald's visit ana the subsequent investigation by the
YWarren Commission. T§ deternine who was there énd what they were doing I
kave gro:ped rersons toveuher chronologically with areas of their assignment
covering from 1950 to 1969 so that ;zngzgx names pop up, one can tell what

0’{—0& A{V
reriod they were in Mexico andﬂthelr a551gnments “at tre vire.
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8/56-6/69 €OS Winston X. Scott (deceased)

COVERT ACTIOYN -

SOVIET TARGET

9/65 - 19/68 Joseph Picco A

DCCS  7/56 - 7/58 Alfonso Rodriguez (retired)
-10/58 - 12/62 Warren Dean (retired)
'6/63 - 9/65 Mlan White (retired)—
10/65 - 1969 Stanley Watson (retired in Mexico) -

Prior to 1954 FKoward Bunt (retired)

12/54 - 7/58 Williard Hill (resigned) - !

12/56 - 9/61 Stennard Short. (retired) ,

_ - Chief - 3

9/61 - 3/64 David Phillips G/ (retired) —

8/62 - 9/64. Gunner Beciman Asst —

2/64 - 6/65  James Flannery C/(retired) —

9/64 - 11/66 Harold Dalghren Asst

10/65 - 1967 - Stanley Watson C/(retired) -
66 - 68 Don Heath .
68 - T Joseph SmithC(retired in Yexicod)

CUBA OPERATIONS

56 — 4/62 Thomas Hazlitt Chief

360 - 4;62 - Jack Stewart (retired Costa Rigs
63 - 4/65 Bob Shaw Chief — L @RI

9/63 - 7/65 Ray Swider -— LRy —ﬁ' 1“%‘;&}3““ ;

10/63 - 5/65 Lorna Mackay {~ PO YRS «3 “ \

8/63 - 6/65 David Philli v%m .

JMJ/'-'."'

16/65. - 12/67 Peggy agger

e e S
———

6/57 ~ 10/59 Louise Lyon (netsnsd} 6/62 ~ 1/67 Preatice Marheine (ps) :
959~ 8/65 Herbert ‘anell Chief—  (retired ?) T
9/59 - 8/65 Barbara Manell - : ' " Outside CO i
5/64 - 7/66  Willian Bright - | - |
- 4/65 - 11/67 Cynthia Hausmann '
6/65 -~ 7/67 Alice Pittinger i

7/65

SOVIET TPANSCRIBIRS : ' : i
6/56 - 8/58 MNorris Gordon (resigned) '
6/58 - 6/63 George iisko —

6/63 - 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Mexico) -

~ 4/69 Paul Dillon Chief

T e
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SUPPORT ASSETS
Unilateral phono ta'ps

949 - 1661 Chsrles Ander on III Chief 49-71 7 COutside CO
1./55 - L/60 Peggy Faggord Asst David YILSTED (ps)
L/56 - 1/62 Freak Estancona Chief retired in Mexico-
2/60 - 10/6/.., Thomae Keenan —

/64 - 12/67 Iuc}'ael Farner

Unilateral photo Cubans'

6/59 - L/6L Robert Zamber'xardl (resigned Mexico)
7/59 - 6/62 Richard Spathar TSD (retired)

Unilateral photo Soviets

3/5/,..— L/59 Harry-T. Mahoney ' . 56 - 68 Oum%e\.&ce—xu

: (retired Chicako)
5/57 - 8/é4 A. Goodpasture (alternste 0O —
and internal routing) . .
6/58 - 6/63 Louis D. Puckett (retired) 4?“'” 2

6/€3 - lo/6Z THomes Keenan = Robert Hﬂgﬁé\a!;‘

€5 - 66 William Bright 7,@%3 Y f ’5@%

@ ' \xa.,..u--

Liaison phone taps

1959 -~ 1969 Winston Scott (deceased)

1959 — 1960 Alfonso Spera (retired)

1959 -~ 1960 Turner Smith (outside, now retlred)

1959 - 1960 John - (Training rept resigned)

1960- 1961 John Brady (retired)

1962 - 1968 A. Goodpasture --

1961 - 1971 Charles Flick (outside TSD Staff Ageat - retired)—

Ljaison - surveillance

Prior 1954 Robert I"olberg (retired)
3/54 - 4/59 Karry i: zhoney (retired)
/59 — 1961 Thonas Hazlitt

12/62 - 9/67 Robert Feldinann

TSD Gutside unit -

L/58 - 12/83 Glen ‘Ildden (retired) —
&/59 -4/64% Josepl I, Recigno (ps) Unit blown and elcsed duvn
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About nid 1962 (check date) LIFITVOY outside exi rept asked
for the telephone nuavers of the Soviet, Cuban, and Satellite Exbassies
With tkis forevwarning, LIFEAT (unilateral coverage) vwas disconnected. FKowever,
ag.I recall, thke evicans connected 5 Cubsn lines, 5 Soviet lines, 3 Czech,
2 Polish, and 1 Yugoslav line. The basekhouse listening posﬁ kad a live
: . —
moaitor who mede shqrt sﬁmmaries of interesting conversations for a daily
reéume wﬂich.was_received each day arourd 8 a.n. (Dagsed by Flick to Good: astare
to get to Scott vefore 9.a.m.) Later (vhen the reel was completely recorded)
full transeripts wére typed arnd péssed to thelstétion in the same way, however,
there was.usuélly 2 time lag of a day or so."Tﬁose transcripis which rdd
Rgssian or another languagé besides Scaﬁish or English vwent out of the listeﬁing
post the day after the transcrlpt (of otker conversatlon aﬁ*%gé\reel)uas

3T
_‘ey were trenslated

-periodj(fall of.1963)-thé reels were probably being brdught into the staticn
aﬁd carried to Boris by one of the people from the Soviet Section or they may
have been carried to him by Flick but I think I brought the reel in and gave
it to Eerbert Manell to take to Boris. Herbert Manell and his wife Bcrbara
handled 211 of fbe processi:.g of Soviet transcripts. ¥y job involved screening
the photographs as soon as we learned thezt the man callmv hinself Oswzld was
probably an Anericen. However, here again there was a backlag because the:
photos were picked up three times a week but the ones éicked up were usually
for dates a few days prefiously because the doctor proce:ssed the film on a-
night time basis. Phdibgraphs vere méde usually until one roll vas used but
later we go? it changed to one day coverage on each roll -~ in other vérds the
oporators EEZ;;;d the camera each day vhetrer there wvas anmmRiinxoxgz a full

roll of film exposed. Instructlons vere to cover office hours, photograrh each

REPRODUCTION
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new Soviet and fanily, all foreigner aua foreign liecenee plates, Fuman
“error did occur but generally the esgents were conscientious. The Cuban

mbassy coverége had more sorhkisticated equipament (a pulse carera) tut it
frequently develoved irechianical difficulties. Bob Zambarnerdi end Spathar
(I think) handléd this film - pick,u§ end delivery. Lornes i'zacay screered
tke film_inside the station.

| I am certain that the Oswald call came to our attention from the

Soviet line. it-was picke& u: snd taken to Boris for a translation because
the caller was trying to speak Russian. Any delay wvas caused by waiting to

compare tke photographs "1th the typed transcript. There were no copies of

transeripts eveqf’nade in languages othnr than Spanish or _ 1ish because Win

Scott COL_d read 011y thoce tvwo languages ard be *eiézhzlly" reened the
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